The Encyclopaedia Islamica in relation to EI3
Brill’s new reference work, The Encyclopaedia Islamica (abbreviated as ISLA), is an English translation and edition of the abridged Iranian publication, Dairat al-Maʿârif--i Buzurg-i Islâmi. The Daira is a work in progress, which is published by a centre dedicated specifically to this project (http://www.cgie.org.ir/). Its general editor is Kāẓim al-Mūsavī al-Bugnūrdī. The first volume of the original work was published in 1991. So far 13 volumes have appeared, and 22 more are projected.  Almost all authors of the original work are Iranian scholars, while most of the translators/editors are Iranians too. 

The English translation Brill is publishing is coordinated by Farhad Daftary at the Institute of Ismaili Studies (IIS) in London, with an advisory board chaired by Wilferd Madelung. One volume (c. 1,000 pages) of ISLA should come out with Brill every year as of 2008.
In the Preview to ISLA Professors Daftary and Madelung state that its central contribution “is its coverage of specifically Shiʿi themes, personalities, culture and history”. Furthermore, in ISLA “scholarly attention to the specifics of the Shiʿi traditions of Islam is combined with an appropriate sensitivity to the global matrix of Islamic civilization within which these traditions have emerged”. 
Brill’s Encyclopaedia of Islam is currently in its third edition (EI3). There are several significant differences between the two reference works, which complement one another. Most importantly, EI3 covers the entire Islamic world, encompassing Islam as a whole – Sunni, Shiʿi and other – across the globe. It therefore strives to include coverage of Islam in South Asia, Southeast Asia, and Africa. ISLA has an explicitly Shiʿi outlook, and its coverage outside the Persianate sphere is more limited to topics or persons relevant to ISLA’s central themes.  
Some of the differences between EI3 and ISLA
	EI3
	ISLA

	Western secular scholarly tradition
	Iranian, Islamic scholarly tradition

	Original work
	Translation and edition of abridged Iranian reference work

	Only internationally renowned experts contribute, by invitation only
	Almost exclusively Iranian scholars. 

	Established international reputation, partly based on EI2
	Good reputation, limited to the field of Persian(ate) studies

	Covers the entire Islamic world, including Muslim minorities
	Emphasis on Iran and Shiʿism

	Coverage until beginning of 21st century
	More historical time frame

	Includes concepts and modern phenomena
	Almost exclusively people and places


