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English Legal Manuscripts
Stage VIII: The Middle Temple Library

Advisor: Professor Sir John H. Baker, Cambridge University

The Middle Temple is one of four Inns of Court in London, responsible

~ for the education and accommodation of barristers. There is no printed
catalogue of its manuscripts, and this microfiche publication makes
available a number of important documents which have rarely been
consulted by scholars. By way of departure from the previous stages of
the Project, which comprised selections from much larger libraries, this
stage includes all the legal manuscripts held by the Middle Temple and is

B i 5l therefore wider in scope.

Highlights include:

* A thirteenth-century Bracton manuscript

« A Registrum Brevium given by Elias Ashmole in 1677

* An early-fifteeenth-century volume of Statuta Nova

* Later reports (2R) include some attributable to Sir Thomas Abney in the time of George 11

* A series from Doctors’ Commons 1771-7 (five volumes formerly in the Royal Courts of Justice)

* Reports of the Georgian judges, Sir Vicary Gibbs, Sir Henry Dampier and Sir Soulden Lawrence

* Five volumes of Chief Baron Pollock’s judicial notebooks.

+ Lord Nottingham’s Prolegomena

* An early version of Bathurst’s Nisi Prius, belonging to its editor, Francis Buller

* The Treby collection, containing 17 volumes deriving from Sir George Treby

* The Fearne-Butler collection, deriving from the two celebrated conveyancers, comprising
around 50 volumes of opinions, precedents, drafts and notes, from the 1770s to the 1790s

» The Phillimore collection containing ten volumes of opinions, judgments and notes from the
celebrated family of ecclesiastical and admiralty lawyers, ending with some papers of
Lord Phillimore (d. 1929).

The collections in the English Legal Manuscript series, contain manuscript year books, reports

of cases, readings and moots. Only a very small proportion of the material in these collections
has been printed, and so the manuscripts remain essential sources for the historian of English
law. The project enables libraries to collect unpublished material relevant to their interests and
alleviates the difficulties involved in studying and comparing substantial quantities of widely-
dispersed texts.

Please visit www.idc.nl for a fuller background text by Professor Sir John H. Baker, Cambridge University

NOW AVAILABLE SUBJECT AREAS

« Parliament and constitutional matters
* Readings and moots
» Stage III-IV: Bodleian and Gray’s Inn * Notes, abridgments, commonplace-books
* Stage V: Yale Law School and indexes
» Stage VI: The Harvard Law School Addenda « Opinions of counsel
+ Stage VII: The Cambridge University * Precedents (e.g. of pleading or
Library conveyancing); registers of writs
* Reports of cases
« Statutes and legislative material
« Treatises and essays

« Miscellaneous
PRODUCT INFORMATION

* Scope: 137 manuscripts
» Number of fiche: 1.400
* Price: See www.idc.nl

» Stage I: The Harvard Law School
+ Stage II: Lincoln’s Inn

For more information visit IDC’s website at
www.idc.nl

+ Languages: English
+ Including printed guide

For more information and title lists for this collection, please visit www. idc.nl.
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Where to Order

BRILL

P.O. Box 9000

2300 PA Leiden

The Netherlands

T +31 (0)71-53 53 500
F +31 (0)71-53 17 532
sales@brill.nl

BRILL

153 Milk Street, Sixth Floor
Boston, MA 02109

USA

T 1-617-263-2323

F 1-617-263-2324
cs@brillusa.com

www.brill.nl
www.idc.nl
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